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Corps of Engineers Public Interest Review Results in 
Permit Denial for Winthrop Beach 
BROOKLYN, NY (April 23, 2008)--The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, North Atlantic Division 
Commander, Brig. Gen. Todd T. Semonite, announced his decision today to deny a permit to the 
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation due to public interest factors and the 
availability of less environmentally damaging alternatives.   

The application called for creating a shoreline protection project using one-half million cubic yards 
of sand and gravel from an offshore site in Massachusetts Bay and placing it on 37 acres of 
Winthrop Beach, near Boston’s Logan Airport.  The source of the proposed beach fill would have 
come from an offshore habitat area essential to the survival of cod and other species. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service office in Gloucester, Mass., objected to the project because 
of concerns about the impacts on this habitat.  The Corps’ Engineer Research & Development 
Center conducted an independent review and found the concerns to be valid.  

Brig. Gen. Semonite said, “Before making this decision, the Corps of Engineers reviewed all the 
data, considered the overall public interest, and applied the relevant laws, regulations, and policy.  
We know there is a real need for this shoreline protection project.  But we also know that there are 
other less environmentally damaging options.” 

The Corps of Engineers will conduct a live conference call on April 23 from 3:30 to 4:30 pm to 
answer any questions from the media.  Call 877-953-6325 and enter passcode 902292 followed by #. 
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